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May 30, 2018 
 
Subject:  Douglas Street Improvements, Washington to Grove 
 
Dear Citizen/Property Owner: 
 
City staff has worked with a design consultant to develop preliminary plans for improvements to 
Douglas, between Washington and Grove.  You may have heard about this proposed project through the 
Douglas Design District, or otherwise, and the purpose of this letter is to provide an update and additional 
information for the same.   
 
There is no confirmed timeline for the project at this point, and the general scope of work would provide 
the following, none of which will impact vehicular traffic.   
 

•   Curb bulb-outs at intersections will be similar to work recently completed on Douglas between 
Washington and Main.  The bulb-outs extend no farther than existing parking, thus the travel 
lanes are not reduced.  The improvements help better identify parking, provide a shorter crossing 
distance for pedestrians, and a better line of site between pedestrians and vehicles. 

•   Three center medians are proposed at the following locations:  between Wabash and Ohio; east of 
Cleveland; and east of New York.   

•   Designated crosswalks (not signalized) are proposed for east of Indiana and east of Mathewson.   
•   Raised planters and landscaping, similar to those recently constructed at the Douglas & Hydraulic 

intersection, are planned throughout the corridor.  The final landscaping plan has not been 
developed, nor a plan for who will maintain the same. 

•   Streetscaping improvements would include benches and trash receptacles, as well as lighting 
enhancements. 

•   The sidewalk on the north side of Douglas, from I-135 to Grove would be widened approximately 
four feet to provide more pedestrian space and room for future business opportunities.  The south 
lane of Douglas in this area is wider than is needed for a through lane, but still not wide enough to 
accommodate school busses and vehicular traffic at the same time.  By narrowing that lane four 
feet, there is no impact to through traffic while busses are parked to drop off or pick up students. 

•   All pavement will be rehabilitated.   
 
Douglas would remain 4 lanes throughout with no change to the posted speed limit and no parking would 
be lost.  The diagonal parking that was recently added by restriping between Washington and Hydraulic 
will be evaluated for size, spacing and safety. 
 
 
 



C I T Y n O F n W I C H I T A - 2 

The City’s Adopted 2017-2026 Capital Improvement Program (CIP) includes possible funding in 2023 
and 2024 for construction, but this may change in the next CIP, which could be approved by the end of 
2018.  Once the new CIP for 2018-2027 is approved and its better known when this project may be 
funded (if funded), all tenants and property owners along the corridor, from Washington to Grove, will be 
invited to a formal meeting to discuss the plans and possible project timeline.  Invites to the meeting will 
be provided by both door hanger and regular mail to the owner of record.   
 
The current preliminary plans can be found at the following link: 
http://www.wichita.gov/PWU/ProjectDetails/Douglas%20Corridor.pdf 
 
If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Julianne Kallman at (316) 268-
4236, or e-mail her at jkallman@wichita.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Gary Janzen, P.E. 
City Engineer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cc:  Brandon Johnson, City Council Member, District I 


